SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

groups of private companies, they will not be able
to make liberal loans abroad, because of their
private character. If, however, they are private
organizations, and still controlled by the Govern-
ment, then they will be free from politics and still
have the benefit of government control."

To this Yuan acceded. He was willing to
promise anything to make Sun believe that he was
the friend of the people. He thought with com-
placency how he had duped the founder of the
republic; that republic of which he was on Octo-
ber 6, 1913, to elect himself President for life, in
such wise that the method of election made the
office hereditary in his own family, paving the
way for the ultimate declaration by which he
proclaimed himself emperor and successor to the
Son of Heaven, But Yuan's way of wickedness
was not altogether lined with roses. Space does
not allow much further comment upon Yuan in
his treachery toward Sun; but I think that at all
events I should briefly speak of Yuan's "Back-
yard Murder of General Chang."

On August 15, 1912, General Chang Chen Wu,
with the surrender of his own life as the victim of
a foul and senseless murder, played the principal
part in a bloody tragedy that showed how des-
perately forlorn the Government of China was
becoming under the tyranny of Yuan Shih KaL
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